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Staff and production lines continue to grow
Unbroken success drives NORRES Schlauchtechnik's expansion in Gelsen-

kirchen

Gelsenkirchen, August 1, 2007 — When Burkhard Mollen, Proprietor of NORRES Sch-
lauchtechnik, announced his intention a year ago to significantly expand production ca-
pacities and create between 15% and 20% new jobs in Gelsenkirchen with the purchase
of a second plant, the targets he set for his company were remarkably ambitious. Only
twelve months on, these goals have been easily exceeded. Subsequent to the approval
of planning permission, the refurbishment work progressed at such a rapid pace
throughout the winter that production in the second plant has already been able to com-
mence on several lines. The sizable increase in manufacturing capacity has resulted in a
30% rise in the firm's headcount, which now totals more than 130 highly qualified per-

sonnel.

Production lines extended

Six production lines are meanwhile up and running at the new "Am Stadthafen" site parallel to
production in the main Freiligrathstrasse plant. A seventh line was officially opened today by
Frank Baranowski, Lord Mayor of Gelsenkirchen. All production lines at NORRES are built in
the company's own plant and machine shop. NORRES continually strives to manufacture in line
with the latest technical standards and to meet the ever changing needs of the marketplace in
general and its customers in particular. The inauguration of these seven production lines has
resulted in a substantial increase in production capacities. The new, ultra-modern manufactur-
ing facility has streamlined and accelerated production and enabled processes to be further op-
timised. The second plant generates a whole series of benefits for NORRES customers all over
the world: owing to the extended warehouse capacity, they now profit from an even bigger stock
and quicker availability of products in larger quantities. In addition, more production lines can

be dedicated to customised solutions.
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High-quality products "Made in Germany"

Proprietor and Managing Director Burkhard Mollen, himself a native of Gelsenkirchen, was par-
ticularly keen to support the town's position as a business location. Thanks to the commitment
and negotiating skills of Lord Mayor Frank Baranowski and the City of Gelsenkirchen's Eco-
nomic Development department under the direction of Mr. Hampe, NORRES was able to take
possession of the 55,000 m?site "Am Stadthafen 12-16" in April 2005.

The decision to acquire the site and the renewed pledge of loyalty to the owner's home town
represent a logical step in the company's growth strategy. The newly opened Gelsenkirchen
plant will enable Burkhard Mollen to continue a long and consistently nurtured tradition of cor-
porate development into the future. High-quality products and technological innovations are at
the focus of NORRES' strategic business operations. Numerous novel ideas have driven the
company's successful expansion in the last few years. The hose manufacturer will take advant-
age of the new, spacious facilities not only to augment its production and warehouse capacity

but also to intensify its research and development activities.

New jobs created

Subsequent to the approval of planning permission for the new "Am Stadthafen" site a year
ago, Proprietor and Managing Director Burkhard Mollen announced his intention to create 15%
to 20% extra jobs in the period up to its completion. Well before construction work on the
second plant is terminated, this target has been easily exceeded. A total of 32 new staff were
taken on between July 1, 2006 and July 1, 2007. They comprise 11 in administration and sales
and 21 in production, the warehouse and our in-house research and development department.
A fourth trainee will join the company this autumn over and above the three already on the
NORRES payroll. Our highly motivated and qualified workforce meanwhile numbers 132 people
from Gelsenkirchen and the surrounding area. Many of today's key players have remained
faithful to the firm, established over 120 years ago, since the days of their apprenticeship. Earli-
er this year, yet another employee celebrated 25 years at NORRES. Since Burkhard Mollen

Press contact:
Sira Fuchs, Marketing / Press & Public Relations
NORRES Schlauchtechnik GmbH & Co. KG, Freiligrathstral’e 38, D-45881 Gelsenkirchen,
Tel.: +49 (0) 209 — 80000-67, Fax: +49 (0) 209 — 80000-72, mailto: presse@norres.de, www.norres.com



/ e,d'b/V
W

NORRES
PRESS RELEASE USRI HOGES

took over all shares in the business in 2003, our headcount has risen not only sharply but also
steadily.

About NORRES

NORRES Schlauchtechnik GmbH & Co. KG is a leading manufacturer of industrial hoses and
hose systems. A medium-sized enterprise, it specialises in the manufacture of abrasion resist-
ant polyurethane hoses for use in the automotive, pharmaceutical, food and chemical industries
as well as in agriculture, mechanical engineering and many other areas. They transport
gaseous, liquid, solid, pasty and free-flowing media in a variety of quantities and volumes.

Innovation, know-how and long-term testing combined with the highest quality standards
regarding materials and techniques — the proven NORRES recipe for excellent products that
bring tangible benefits to users.
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