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Expansion in PUR — in the football area of Gelsenkirchen, Germany

NORRES creates more jobs at a new location

Polyurethane (PUR) is — in contrast to its not very attractive name — a fantastic plastics raw
material, that performs excellently, for example, in hoses or hose systems for the automotive,
pharmaceutical and food industries, as well as in chemicals, farming, engineering and many
other areas in the transport of gaseous, liquid, solid, pasty and free-flowing media in all sorts of

guantities and volumes.

NORRES Schlauchtechnik GmbH & Co. KG has 85 employees and is known as a leading
supplier of technical hoses and hose systems. It is a medium-sized company, founded more
than 100 years ago and continues to be managed by its owners. The strong worldwide export
activities in support of customers on all continents are controlled from the headquarters in
Gelsenkirchen. NORRES has successfully established itself in world markets with its flexible
hoses in PUR and other materials. NORRES has grown faster than ever before since Burkhard
Mollen joined the company research and development department in 1993, and especially since
he was appointed Managing Director in 1998 and drove new developments and export
orientation. When Mr. Mollen acquired sole holding of the ownership of NORRES
Schlauchtechnik in 2003, it was already clear that the company had to expand, as it had grown
beyond the available space at its site in FreiligrathstralRe, Gelsenkirchen, Germany.

Location in Germany and Gelsenkirchen
In the search for possibilities to avoid any future capacity problems in the company’s first plant in

Freiligrathstra3e by means of an appropriate extension of production facilities, the company did
not look towards the East, but made a clear and unmistakable commitment to the German
location, in particular to Gelsenkirchen, the hometown of the majority of its 85 highly motivated

employees.
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With effect from 13th April 2005, NORRES Schlauchtechnik acquired the 55,000 m? site of the
Seppelfricke-Herdefabrik oven factory, located at Am Stadthafen 12-16, 45881 Gelsenkirchen.
The success of the transaction between NORRES and Eurohypo (Deutsche Bank) was due to a
large extent to the high involvement of the Mayor, Frank Baranowski, and the business support

department of the town of Gelsenkirchen in the negotiations.

Employment — 30% more jobs
The NORRES staff of 85 selected highly qualified experts is more than satisfied that, with the

decision on location, Burkhard Mollen “... has paid the staff a great compliment”, as Michael
Tdlling, Quality and Safety Officer and personnel spokesman at NORRES says, confirming with
satisfaction “...that the traditional Gelsenkirchen and Schalke plant locations are still attractive
for employers and that NORRES will soon make use of its second plant in an excellent and
close location“. The staff level will also be expanded further in the medium term. “We plan to
take on a further 30 specialist staff from Gelsenkirchen and the surrounding area in order to fulfil
the known market requirements of marked growth in our special NORRES technology and will
train and retrain them in our machinery and plants, as well as appointing them to our research,

product development, sales and administration departments®, Mollen assures.

Well judged building renovation
In view of the present over capacity in the production and storage facilities in the first plant in

FreiligrathstralRe, renovation work is planned to start in the existing buildings of the new location
alongside Kurt-Schumacher-Stral3e in the course of 2005 and its various stages should be
concluded by 2007. NORRES will invest in new machines and production plants in 2005 in order
to be able to start up in a flexible way in the new location with the high technology part of the
hose production. The visual appearance of the property at the crossroads of the North-South
and East-West axes between the two prime town cores of Gelsenkirchen will be taken into
account during renovation. It will be possible for the architects to decide in detailed planning up
to around mid 2006 on the use and renovation of further buildings (a total of around 15,000m? of

halls and office space), subject to the good will of the responsible authorities.
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NORRES - figures/ data / facts
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Established by Joseph Norres: Production of fuses for the mining industry
Development of plastics processing technologies for insulating wires and coating
of pipes and hoses

Development of a cable protection hose programme

Development of industrial hoses for extraction, ventilation and conveying
applications

Market introduction of AIRDUC® profiled hoses

Market introduction of “CP” (CP = Clamp Profile), patented film and fabric hoses
Market introduction of PROTAPE® film hoses

First German hose manufacturer to be certified to DIN ISO 9001

Member since 1998 of the technical trade’s TOP partner programme

Awarded by the VTH technical trade association as best supplier: “Partner of the
Technical Trade”

Welding extrusion patent for AIRDUC® and PROTAPE® hoses: improved
smoothness of hose inner surfaces

Invention of partial colouring of hoses

Building of a new storage and logistics area, doubling of the storage capacity
Improved “automotive” hoses with exterior folds for enhanced flow

Extension of the production and connection fitting manufacturing areas

Pre-PUR® brand raw material, a synonym for quality and longer life

13th April: acquisition of the site of the Seppelfricke Herdfabrik oven works and

renovation planning
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» NORRES is a specialist in industrial hose systems in the area of extraction, ventilation
and conveying hoses, abrasion resistant polyurethane hoses, plastics hoses (PVC/
EVA), metal hoses, antistatic and electrically conductive hoses, flame retardant hoses,
food hoses (FDA), chemical hoses, exhaust gas hoses, low and high temperature hoses
(-200 °C to +1,000 °C), cable protection hoses and hose clamps, hose connection parts,

hose couplings and hose connectors.

» NORRES strives to be the number one or two compared with all of the international
competitors. A widespread domestic and foreign customer base consists of more than
1,000 customers worldwide in 15 industries. Export turnover exceeds 40%.

» NORRES employs a total of 85 production, technical, quality assurance, research and
development, sales, marketing, service and administration experts and also offers
training apprenticeship positions.
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